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Core Study #5

The Healing Hand of Jesus 

Passage: 4:43-54 

Leaders’ Preparation:

· Be sure to plan an outreach event for your group for this semester.

Using your UCM Leader’s Guide (or you may want to refer to the outline below, A SUMMARY OF HOW TO PREPARE A CORE STUDY), read the passage over several times and ask yourself questions of the passage.
Possible Introductory Question:

· Our culture often has the attitude of “what can you do for me?”  In what ways can you see the church echoing this attitude?

Read JOHN 4: 43-54
Discussion Questions (selection to choose from):

· Where was Jesus going after he left Samaria?  

· Based on vs. 44 what response would Jesus have expected at his arrival?  Why did the Galileans welcome Jesus?

· How do you imagine Jesus felt at this welcome from the people? (vs. 48)

· How do we treat Jesus like a genie in a bottle in our own lives?

· Vs. 50 says the father took Jesus at his word and went home.  Why do you think the father responded in this way?

· Compare the previous passage of the Samaritans coming to believe with Jesus’ interaction with the Galileans.

· In what ways do we rely on “signs and wonders’ or miracles for our belief in Jesus without moving into deeper trust in the character and mission of Jesus?

· How do these signs and wonders point to who Jesus is?

· How important are sign’s and wonders to faith in Jesus?  Why do you thin John includes them in his gospel?

POSSIBLE APPLICATION QUESTIONS

· How do we move into deeper faith in Jesus and less reliance on the “signs and wonders” that Jesus talks about in this passage?  How is Jesus calling you to deeper trust in him?

· Pray together that we would be people of deep faith and not requiring of ‘signs and wonders’ to believe.  However, also pray to see Jesus’ power displayed in healings and miracles to encourage our belief and point people to Christ.  Pray that the Spirit would lead us into deeper trust and healing.

· Announcements

Make any announcements UCM as a whole may have 

· Autumnfest on Oct 27th – an international potluck in the SUB Partyroom.  Contact Alba @ alba.zhou@gmail.com to sign up for a group to cook with!
� NT. Wright says in his commentary of “John for everyone” that – The people’s welcome is superficial.  They are wanting a Messiah who will perform miracles on order, rather than moving on to the real faith which will grasp Jesus’ hidden identity, the Word dwelling in flesh.


� NT. Wright also writes that – The man believed the word which Jesus spoke to him.  The fact that he set off home, without insisting that Jesus come with him from Cana, is a clear indication that his faith didn’t just happen because he saw miracles, but also because he heard Jesus’ word.  He does step out in faith which then leads to further belief in the person and mission of Jesus.
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